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The  107th  Congress: 

Still  Not  Addressing  the  Common  Good 


The  first  session  of  the  107th  Congress  was  defined 
by  dramatic  changes  that  occurred  during  2001.  This 
Congress  began  in  a  setting  of  one-party  govern¬ 
ment.  After  four  months,  a  Senate  power  shift 
restored  Democratic  party  influence.  The  September 
11  attacks  and  their  aftermath  moved  Congress  from 
a  peacetime  to  a  wartime  footing. 

These  challenges  did  not,  however,  change  the  way 
business  was  conducted.  The  107th  Congress,  like  its 
recent  predecessors,  was  effectively  paralyzed  by 
partisanship.  In  consequence,  little  legislation  to 
advance  the  common  good  emerged.  And,  in  the 
instances  where  members  united,  some  potentially 
devastating  legislation  was  passed. 

Failing  to  advance  the  common  good 

■  Despite  a  looming  recession  and  rising  jobless¬ 
ness,  Congress  failed  to  enact  measures  to  help 
the  most  vulnerable  in  the  U.S. 

■  With  more  than  40  million  persons  in  the  U.S. 
lacking  health  care  coverage.  Congress  failed  to 
take  any  steps  to  address  health  care  access  and 
affordability. 

Jeopardizing  peace,  human  dignity 
and  civil  rights 

■  The  $1.35  trillion  tax  cut  which  overwhelmingly 
benefits  the  wealthiest  in  the  U.S.  will  drastically 
reduce  the  ability  of  the  federal  government  to 
address  unmet  human  needs  at  home  and 
abroad. 

■  The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  use  of  mili¬ 
tary  force  against  those  responsible  for  the  Sep¬ 
tember  11  attacks  appears  to  have  given  the  Presi¬ 


dent  something  approaching  a  carte  blanche  in 
declaring  war. 

■  The  anti-terrorism  legislation  passed  in  the  wake 
of  September  11  threatens  constitutionally  guar¬ 
anteed  rights  and  freedoms  without  evidence  that 
the  expanded  police  and  prosecutorial  powers 
would  measurably  help  to  protect  people  in  the 
U.S.  from  terrorism. 

■  Following  the  September  11  attacks,  congression¬ 
al  opposition  to  a  missile  defense  system  col¬ 
lapsed  and  Congress  approved  $8  billion  for  this 
misguided  scheme. 

■  Military  spending  in  FY02  continued  to  soar  as 
Congress  added  on  funds  faster  than  the  Penta¬ 
gon  could  submit  requests. 

Voices  of  conscience 

During  the  first  session  of  the  107th  Congress,  a 
number  of  members  of  Congress  exercised  leader¬ 
ship  in  ways  consistent  with  FCNL's  legislative  prior¬ 
ities.  We  are  grateful  for  their  committed  efforts. 
Several  members  stand  out  for  lonely  and  coura¬ 
geous  stands  of  conscience. 

■  Rep.  Barbara  Lee  (CA-9)  was  the  only  member  of 
Congress  to  vote  against  authorizing  the  use  of 
military  force  against  those  responsible  for  the 
September  11  attacks. 

■  Sen.  Russ  Feingold  (WI)  was  the  only  senator  to 
oppose  passage  of  sweeping  anti-terrorism  legis¬ 
lation. 

■  Sen.  James  Jeffords'  (VT)  decision  to  put  con¬ 
science  and  moral  principles  ahead  of  partisan 
interests  led  to  the  realignment  of  power  in  the 
Senate  and  thus  restored  tw^o-party  government. 
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The  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  (FCNL), 
a  Quaker  lobby  in  the  public  interest, 
seeks  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spir¬ 
it  as  it  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends.  Views  expressed  in 
FCNL's  Washington  Neu'sletter  are  guid¬ 
ed  by  the  Statement  of  Legislative  Poli¬ 
cy  which  is  prepared  and  approved  by 
FCNL's  General  Committee.  FCNL 
includes  Friends  appointed  by  26 
Friends'  vearly  meetings  and  by  se\'en 
other  Friends'  organizations  in  the 
United  States. 

Clerk:  Joarme  Rains 
Assistant  Clerk:  Jonathan  Fisch 
Executive  Secretary:  Joe  Volk 

The  FCNL  Washington  Neivsletter  is 
published  ten  times  a  year  (monthly, 
with  July- August  and  No\  ember- 
December  combined  issues).  In  addi¬ 
tion,  a  voting  record  is  published  annu¬ 
ally  and  a  congressional  director)’  is 
prepaaxi  for  each  new  Congress. 

The  Washington  Neii^letter  is  sent  free 
upon  request  and  automatically  to  cur¬ 
rent  donors.  Your  contributions  are 
needed  to  support  FCNL's  lobbying 
and  education  work. 

j  Editor.  Florence  C.  Kimball 

j  The  following  staff  members  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  issue:  Elizabeth  Gregg, 
Florence  Kimball,  and  Ned  Stowe 

Large  print  and  audiotape  versions  of 
the  Washington  Nezi^slettcr  are  available 
upon  mquest.  The  Washington  Neuvlct- 
ter  is  available  in  microform  from  Uni¬ 
versity  Microfilms  International,  300 
North  Zeeb  Road,  Dept.  P.R.,  Ann 
Arbor,  MI  48106. 

Reprinting  Washington  Newsletter 
Items:  We  encourage  our  readers  to 
copy  and  distribute  items  from  FCNL's 
Washington  Neiosletter.  When  doing  so, 
please  include  the  following  credit: 
"Reprinted  from  the  Washington 
Neu'sletter,  [issue  #,  month  and 
year]  published  by  the  Friends 
Committee  on  National 
Legislation." 

We  would  appreciate  receiving  a  copy 
with  a  brief  note  indicating  how /where 
the  item  was  used  and  the  approximate 
numbers  of  copies  distribute. 

Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation 

245  Second  Street  NE 
Washington,  DC  20002-5795 
Phone:  202-S47-6000 
800630-1330 
Fax:  202-547-6019 
Legislative  Action  Message: 

202-547-4343 

;  e-mail:  fcnl@fcnl.org 

Web  site:  http://ww’w.fcnl.org 

O  Printed  on  recycled  paper  with 
sov-based  ink. 


Selected  House  Votes 

1.  Federal  budget.  Kucinich  (OH)  that  would  bar  the  use  of  funds  for 

substitute  amendment  to  FY02  contributions  to  the  UN  or  its  affili- 

Budget  Resolution  that  would  cut  ates.  FCNL  opposed.  Rejected  62- 
proposed  FY02  military’  spending  364  (7/18/01). 


by  $66  billion  and  call  for  using 
available,  on-budget  surplus  over 
ten  years  for  reducing  the  public 
debt,  cutting  taxes,  and  increasing 
non-defense  discretionary  spend¬ 
ing.  FCNL  for.  Rejected  79-343 
(3/28/01). 

2.  Estate  tax  cut.  Bill  to  reduce  the 
estate  and  gift  taxes  each  year  ox  er 
ten  years,  with  complete  repeal  by 
2011.  Federal  rex  enue  xvould  be 
reduced  by  $185.6  billion  over  ten 
vears.  FCNL  opposed.  Passed 
274-154  (4/4/01). 

3.  International  Criminal  Court 
(ICC).  DeLay  (TX)  amendment  to 
State  Dept.  Authorization  bill  that 
xvould  exempt  U.S.  citizens  acting 
on  behalf  of  the  U.S.  gox  emment 
from  prosecution  by  the  ICC  until 
the  Senate  ratifies  the  ICC  treaty. 
FCNL  opposed.  Adopted  282-137 
(5/10/01). 

4.  UN  arrears.  Hyde  (IL)  amend¬ 
ment  to  State  Dept.  Authorization 
bill  that  would  condition  final  $244 
million  arrears  payment  on  the 
U.S.  regaining  its  seat  on  the  UN 
Human  Rights  Commission. 

FCNL  opposed.  Adopted  252-165 
(5/10/01) 

5.  Military  recruitment.  Vitter  (LA) 
amendment  to  Elementary  and 
Secondary  Education  Authoriza¬ 
tion  (ESEA)  bill  that  would  require 
secondary  schools  receix  ing  feder¬ 
al  funds  to  allow  military  recant¬ 
ing  visits  on  schwl  grounds. 

FCNL  opposed.  Adopted  366-57 
(5/22/01). 

6.  School  vouchers.  Armey  (TX) 
amendment  to  ESEA  bill  that 
would  provide  federal  funds  for 
students  who  attend  dangerous  or 
low-performing  schools  to  attend 
private  (including  religious) 
schools.  FCNL  opposed.  Rejected 
155-273  (5/23/01). 

7.  UN  contributions.  Paul  (TX) 
amendment  to  Commerce-Justice- 
State-Judiciary  Appropriations  bill 


8.  Faith-Based  Initiative.  Rangel 
(NY)  substitute  amendment  to  HR 
7  (Faith-Based  Initiative)  that 
would  bar  federally  funded  reli¬ 
gious  social  service  providers  from 
employment  discrimination  based 
on  religion  and  bar  federal  funding 
of  sectarian  activities.  FCNL  for. 
Rejected  168-261  (7/19/01). 

9.  China  normal  trade  relations 
(NTR).  Joint  resolution  that  would 
deny  the  President's  request  for 
NTR  xvith  China.  FCNL  opposed. 
Rejected  169-259  (7/19/01). 

10.  Military  aid  vs.  global  health. 
McGovern  (MA)  amendment  to 
Foreign  Operations  Appropriations 
bill  that  xvould  add  $100  million  to 
global  health  funding  and  decrease 
funding  for  the  Andean  counter¬ 
drug  initiative  (including  military 
aid)  by  the  same  amount.  FCNL 
for.  Rejected  179-249(7/24/01). 

11.  Cuba  embargo.  Rangel  (NY) 
amendment  to  FY02  Treasury' 
Appropriations  bill  to  bar  the  use 
of  funds  in  the  bill  for  U.S.  eco¬ 
nomic  embargo  of  Cuba.  FCNL 
for.  Rejected  201-227(7/25/01). 

12.  ANWR  drilling.  Markey  (MA) 
amendment  to  HR  4  (Energy  Plan) 
that  xvould  maintain  the  current 
ban  on  oil  drilling  in  the  Arctic 
National  Wildlife  Refuge.  FCNL 
for.  Rejected  206-223  (8/1/01). 

13.  Medical  Savings  Accounts 
(MSAs).  Thomas  (CA)  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Patients'  Rights  bill 
that  xvould  lift  current  restrictions 
on  MSAs.  FCNL  opposed.  Adopt¬ 
ed  236-194  (8/2/01). 

14.  Anti-Terrorism.  Nadler  (NY) 
motion  to  recommit  anti-terrorism 
bill  to  House  Judiciary  Committee 
with  instructions  to  add  language 
that  would  restrict  the  bill's  sur¬ 
veillance  provisions  to  terrorism- 
related  investigations.  FCNL  for. 
Rejected  73-345  (10/12/01). 
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Selected  Senate  Votes 


1.  Education  spending.  Harkin  (lA)  amendment  to 
FY02  Budget  Resolution  that  would  reduce  the  tax  cut 
by  $448  billion  over  ten  years  and  apply  the  funds  to 
increased  education  spending  and  debt  reduction. 

FCNL  for.  Adopted  53-47  (4/4/01). 

2.  After-school  programs.  Boxer  (CA)  amendment  to 
Elementary  and  Secondary  Education  Authorization  bill 
(ESEA)  that  would  express  sense  of  the  Senate  that  Con¬ 
gress  should  appropriate  the  $1.5  billion  authorized  in 
FY02  for  after-school  programs  and  would  authorize 
$19.5  billion  in  FY03-08  for  such  programs.  FCNL  for. 
Adopted  60-39  (5/16/01). 

3.  Medicare  prescription  drug  benefit.  Rockefeller 
(WV)  motion  to  prohibit  a  reduction  in  the  top  tax  rate 
until  legislation  is  enacted  to  provide  a  Medicare  pre¬ 
scription  drug  benefit.  FCNL  for.  Rejected  48-51 
(3/21/01). 

4.  Estate  tax.  Feingold  (Wl)  amendment  to  tax  cut  rec¬ 
onciliation  bill  that  would  eliminate  repeal  of  estate  tax 
for  estates  worth  more  than  $1(X)  million  and  increase 
income  limits  for  the  ten  percent  rate  bracket  for  indi¬ 
vidual  income  taxes.  FCNL  for.  Rejected  48-51 
(5/22/01). 

5.  Tax  cut.  Daschle  (SD)  motion  to  consider  a  substitute 
amendment  to  tax  cut  reconciliation  bill.  The  amend¬ 
ment  would  include  provisions  generally  more  favor¬ 
able  to  low  and  middle-income  persons  than  original 
bill.  FCNL  for.  Motion  rejected  41-58  (5/22/01). 

6.  Head  Start  funding.  Kennedy  (MA)  motion  to  con¬ 
sider  an  amendment  to  tax  cut  reconciliation  bill  that 
would  condition  reductions  in  the  top  marginal  income 
tax  rate  on  full  funding  for  Head  Start.  FCNL  for. 
Motion  rejected  45-54  (5/22/01). 

7.  Tax  cut.  Adoption  of  conference  report  on  bill  that 
would  reduce  taxes  by  $1.35  trillion  through  FYll  with 
primarv  benefits  going  to  higher  income  tax  pavers. 
FCNL  opposed.  Adopted  58-33  (5/26/01). 

8.  School  vouchers.  Gregg  (NH)  amendment  to  ESEA 
bill  that  would  create  a  demonstration  x  oucher  program 
that  would  permit  children  in  selected  districts  to  trans¬ 
fer  to  private  or  other  public  schools.  ECNL  opposed. 
Rejected  41-58  (6/12/01). 

9.  Discrimination.  Helms  (NC)  amendment  to  ESEA 
bill  that  would  allow  federal  education  funds  to  be 
withheld  from  public  elementary  and  secondary  schools 
that  bar  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  (BSA)  from  using 
school  facilities.  [Note:  Some  school  districts  have 
barred  the  BSA  in  response  to  the  BSA  policy  of  disal¬ 
lowing  homosexuals  from  serving  as  scout  leaders.] 
FCNL  opposed.  Adopted  51-49  (6/14/01). 

10.  Medical  Savings  Accounts  (MSAs).  Baucus  (MT) 
motion  to  table  (block)  the  Craig  (ID)  amendment  to 
Patients'  Rights  bill.  The  Craig  amendment  would 
express  the  sense  of  the  Senate  to  lift  current  restrictions 


on  MSAs.  FCNL  for  motion  to  table.  Motion  agreed  to 
53-45  (6/29/01). 

11.  Shift  military  aircraft  funding.  Byrd  (WV)  motion 
to  table  (block)  the  Feingold  (Wl)  amendment  to  FYOl 
Supplemental  Appropriations  bill.  Feingold  amend¬ 
ment  would  increase  U.S.  contribution  to  a  global  trust 
fund  to  combat  HIV/ AIDS,  malaria,  and  tuberculosis  by 
$593  million  and  cut  $594  million  from  the  V-22  Osprey 
military  aircraft  program.  FCNL  opposed  motion  to 
table.  Motion  agreed  to  79-20  (7/10/01). 

12.  Military  base  closures.  Warner  (VA)  motion  to  table 
(blcKk)  the  Bunning  (KY)  amendment  that  would  elimi¬ 
nate  additional  base  closures  from  the  IY'02  Defense 
Authorization  bill.  FCNL  for  the  motion  to  table. 

Motion  agreed  to  53-47  (9/25/01). 

13.  Andean  counter-drug  initiative.  Graham  (FL) 
motion  to  consider  an  amendment  to  FY02  Foreign 
Operations  Appropriations  bill  that  would  increase 
funding  for  Andean  Regional  Counter-Narcotics  Initia¬ 
tive  (including  substantial  military  aid).  FCNL  opposed 
motion.  Motion  rejected  27-72  (01/24/01). 


Key 

Y  or  N  or  +  or  -  =  consistent  with  FCNL's  position 
cm  the  issue. 

y  or  n  or  (+)  or  (-)  =  not  consistent  with  FCNL's 
position  on  the  issue. 

(+  and  -  mean  that  the  member  announced  a  posi¬ 
tion,  but  did  not  actually  vote.) 

P  =  the  member  voted  present.  A  blank  space 
means  that  the  member  did  not  vote,  was  not  in 
office,  or  could  not  vote. 

S  =  Speaker  of  the  House  who  ordinarily  does  not 
vote. 

Seven  districts  had  changes  in  representation  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  session. 

AR-3  Asa  Hutchinson  (R)  resigned  8/6/01.  John 
Boozman  (R)  was  seated  on  11/29/01. 

CA-32  Julian  Dixon  (D)  died  on  12/8/00.  Diane 
Watson  (D)  was  seated  on  6/7/01. 

FL-1  Joe  Scarborough  (R)  resigned  9/5/01.  Jeff 
Miller  (R)  was  seated  on  10/23/01. 

MA-9  Joe  Moakley  (D)  died  on  5/28/01.  Stephen 
Lynch  (D)  was  seated  on  10/23/01. 

PA-9  Bud  Shuster  (R)  resigned  2/5/01.  Bill  Shus¬ 
ter  (R)  was  seated  on  5/17/01. 

SC-2  Floyd  Spence  (R)  died  8/16/01.  Joe  Wilson 
(R)  was  seated  on  12/19/01. 

VA-4  Norman  Sisisky  (D)  died  3/29/01.  Randy 
Forbes  (R)  was  seated  on  6/26/01. 
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2001  Congressional  Voting  Record 


During  the  first  session  of  the  107th  Congress,  the 
House  and  Senate  recorded  a  combined  total  of  near¬ 
ly  ‘‘XX)  roll  call  x  otes.  Tliis  x  oting  record  offers  a  small 
snapshot  of  members'  positions  on  a  range  of  issues. 

The  x  otes  we  hax  e  highlighted  reflect  issues  for 
xvhich  FCNL  has  a  clear  position,  set  forth  in  our 
Statement  of  Legislative  Polic\f.  VVe  have  chosen  votes 
xvhich  illumine  underlying  values.  VVe  hax  e 
avoided  votes  which  xvere  overxx’helmingly  partisan. 

This  x  oting  record  is  not  meant  to  be  a  scorecard. 
Votes,  while  impoitant,  do  not  reflect  other  x  aluable 
contributions,  such  as  committee  leadership  or  skill 
in  crafting  amendments. 

Begin  working  now  on  Campaign  2002 

Lcxik  up  your  members  of  Congress.  Are  their  votes 
consistent  with  the  positions  they  have  expressed 
publicly?  Thank  each  legislator  for  votes  that  reflect 
your  values.  Labor  xvith  members  with  whom  you 
disagree. 

You  can  begin  to  kxrus  the  2002  election  campaign 
debates  and  community'  discussions  on  issues  of 
substance.  At  town  meetings,  ask  your  legislators 
about  their  votes  on  issues  that  matter  to  you.  Write 
about  these  issues  in  letters  to  the  editor  of  your  kx:al 
paper.  Include  your  senator  or  representative's 
name  and  the  position  which  he/she  has  taken  on 
the  issue  in  question. 

Next  summer,  FCNL  will  prepare  another  voting 
record  to  address  legislation  that  will  have  come  to 


the  flexir  during  the  second  session  of  the  107th 
Congress.  Together,  these  txx'o  records  will  provide  a 
broad  perspective  on  your  legislators'  positions. 

Share  copies  of  FCNL's  voting  records  with  your 
friends.  (This  voting  record  is  ax  ailable  on  FCNL's 
web  site  in  PDF  format,  or  you  may  contact  FCNL 
for  additional  copies.)  Work  to  register  eligible 
x'oters.  And  on  election  day,  please  vote  and  take  a 
friend  along,  too.  ■ 


Brought  to  You  by... 

The  preparation  and  publication  of  this  congres¬ 
sional  x'^oting  record  is  funded  entirely  through 
the  generous  gifts  of  individuals  like  you. 

You  can  support  the  ongoing  work  of  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  by 
making  a  donation  today.  All  contributors 
regularly  receive  the  FCNL  Washington 
Newsletter  and  the  Indian  Report. 

To  contribute. 

Mail  your  check  to  FCNL,  245  Second  Street, 
NE,  VVashington,  DC,  20002. 

Charge  your  donation  to  MasterCard  or  Visa  by 
calling  800-630-1330,  ext.  141. 

Donate  online  securely  by  going  to  FCNL's  web 
site,  <x\nvw.fcnl.org/suprt/indx.htm>. 

Thank  you!  Your  gift  makes  our  Quaker 
witness  possible. 


\ 


